
MEETING RECORD

NAME OF GROUP: City Board of Zoning Appeals

DATE, TIME AND
PLACE OF MEETING: Friday, September 30, 2005, 1:30 p.m., Hearing Chambers,

County-City Building, 555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska
MEMBERS AND OTHERS
IN ATTENDANCE: Members: Gene Carroll, George Hancock and Bob

Kuzelka; Gerry Krieser and Tom Wanser absent.
Others: Terry Kathe and Michele Williamson (Building

& Safety), Tonya Skinner (City Law Dept.),
Brian Will and Michele Abendroth (Planning
Dept.), applicants and other interested parties.

STATED PURPOSE
OF THE MEETING: Regular Meeting of the City Board of Zoning Appeals

Chair Gene Carroll called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

Approval of the minutes of the August 26, 2005 meeting

Hancock moved approval of the August 26, 2005 meeting minutes, seconded by Kuzelka.  Motion carried
3-0.  Carroll, Hancock and Kuzelka voting ‘yes’; Krieser and Wanser absent.

Appeal No. 05013 by Stacey Sipp for a variance of the front yard setback on property generally
located at 2441 Bretigne Drive.

PUBLIC HEARING September 30, 2005

Stacey Sipp, owner of the property, stated that they bought their home in March 2005.  The home had been
on the market for two-and-a-half  years, but they saw that the home had incredible potential.  She presented
a letter from their real estate agent which states that he was told the setback requirement was 30 feet.  It
would be a great hardship for them if the variance was not granted because the home would not function
well for their family.  The house looks very dated as it stands, and they had the intention of making the
home more contemporary.  They hired an architect and builder because they wanted to get things going as
quickly as possible.  Sipp noted that all of the neighbors support the variance.

Carroll asked if there was further testimony in favor of or against this appeal.

Brian Loseke, 2430 Bretigne Drive, stated that his home was the first house on that part of the street.  The
builder had asked them if they wanted a 30 foot or 40 foot setback, and they chose a 40 foot setback.  He is
in support of the variance, as he feels it would enhance the neighborhood.

John Badami, 5909 Norman Road, architect for this project, stated that they went through several iterations
of plans to meet the goals of the project.  All the plumbing and bath fixtures align the back of the house, so
adding on to the back of the house is not feasible without tremendous expense.  That is the reason for the
decision to build out on the front of the home.

Carroll asked if there was further testimony in favor of or against this appeal.  With no one appearing
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further, Carroll closed the hearing.

ACTION September 30, 2005

Carroll asked Kathe to review the  percentage of setback requirements in this case.  Kathe stated that in R1
districts, if more than 40% of the street frontage is developed with main buildings, having a setback either
greater or less than the required setback can establish a new setback.  It basically ensures that it keeps with
the character of the neighborhood.

Kuzelka asked if it is possible to build on to the back of the house.  Kathe stated that it is possible based on
the zoning setback.  Carroll added that there is room to build on to the side as well; Kathe agreed.

Hancock moved to deny the application, seconded by Kuzelka.  Hancock stated that he is voting to deny
because the lot does not have any unusual or exceptional circumstances.  The Board cannot consider the
expense to add on to the home.  Carroll stated that he is voting to deny because the Board cannot consider
financial aspects.  They can only consider peculiar, unusual or exceptional circumstances in the land.
There are other options to build on to the home.

Motion to deny carried 3-0.  Carroll, Hancock and Kuzelka voting ‘yes’; Krieser and Wanser absent.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:47 p.m.
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